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Tcll Dallas *o tell llosty to 
keep his mouth Hoover 

■ v d at 'he bottom of an inter 
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. "Ho h .s Hrvady done irreuiralile 
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» dr.aer surveillance since he re- 
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A 'ev/^rtsal phorj* of tHe noment after Kennedy was «; Vio^ in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1942 

A ssassination Probe 



The main- points disclosed by 
the files released yesterday are: 

T-f Hoover advised Hedgling 
Pre&denl Lyndon Johnson within 
hours of Kennedy’s death that he 
believed Oswald, who was arreted 
<Uickly. ‘ robuhly fired the fault 
shots. 
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- i u' r j;nesttont*(t whether Lee 

H,i. •**.■ t/ . i . i' r ;• ,vv. tijoi'n F. Ken no- 
■id r* •«. *1 h.s a.»*et' tn • bock vague. 
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vesture. av that would invalidate" the Warren 
Commission's main finding. 

Namely, that Os' . aid — whom Hoover called 
a pro Castro nut*’ • - acuni alone in killing 
'voiuu v in Cdlus Nov. 19 »m. and that Jaek 
t a ' v ,. i.cd alone* in kilLmt Oswald two days later 



• Although Hoover never had 
43i> doubts Oswald ujs the ton* 
trigger man, the FBI leader and 
Secret S^n ice chief 1 James Rowley 
both saw possibilities of a conspira- 
cy from the outset 

• Hoover^ f*wn suspicions fo- 
cused quickly on possibilities of a 
r asiro Cuban plot because t lie F-Bl 
had obtained letters purportedly 
written to Oswald from an urdden- 
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) r ■ • » N * c . ™*rnK'\Ui o* nothing r ^ 
-f * o c. *< ; ^ u: FBI o •» .nn. res rcjlea^jd 
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nfied person m Cuba % praising bis 

abilines js a sharpshooter and 
apparently urging him to kill Ken 
nedy to pleas*.- lb* Cuban s ‘chtoi 
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about theMr U'f.trrs — apparent:, 
aover aitvmi* ated. an*' never 
iven the barren ( omnnsnon — IX) 
day^ -P*r Keun^iy * kjlbrr He 
nerMiti«l»Hi Johii>i'»i *n .^ua- 
.fusffitn* C- pvTi n* •* r 

’hr iX- "iment •«**? 
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I fy Osv, ;*id the :one assassin, 
without co»ifcmruti»ri, Jud Ruhy as 
Oswald*.* K>ov killer. 

• Voluminous niroortiug FBI 
i documents make clear however. 

thai .lgvrjL* concluded after invest!- 
l gating hundred: ot tips that Oswald 
did act nfnrw in killing Kennedy, 
even t*» HiCh lie "frantically" de- 
ft tried a;i mtohmexT according to 

i one mnno. 

• ^mflar documentation also 
■ make? ciear the bureau concluded 

* that Ruby, by himself, Oswald, 

i Agents quoted him as saying he did 

\ the deed ‘in a moment of insanity." 

There was considerable frettiii^. 
but no real explanation, over how 
; Ruby managed to walk nshr up m 

Oswald in ’ae basement of the 
Dallas Police Department. 

• The >"81 documents oeca- 
i sionally mention CIA participation 

In the probe, but include uo sam- 
ples of CLA assistance. 

Indication of Hoover's conspir- 
acy suspicions occur at more than 
one pomriir the material — tnchid- 
| tag a memo written hours after the 
l ' slaying — but a most clearly stated 
In a staff memorandum he wrote 
Dec. 12, 

In it. he described a meeting he 
had had with Johnson concerning a 
Justice Department proposal that 
! an interim statement be issued 
Identifying Oswald as the lone 
..assassin, without "foreign or sub- 
versive" support and with no links 
to Ruby. 

"I flatly disagreed," Hoover 

> wrote, with the proposal to givef 

• those conclusions official govern- ,, 
ment approval so quickly. 

He said Johnson sided with 

trim. 

**’ ”! said I personally believe 

Oswald was the assassin.” Hoover 1 

wrot**, hut added: The second 

aspect as to whether he was the 
only man gives me great concern." 

He said he confided to Johnson 
“that we have letters, not to the 
(early FBI) report because we were 
not able to prove It. written to hurt 
from Cuba referring to the job he 
was going to do, \xit good marks 
man ship, ami statins when :t was 
all liver he would be brought back 
to Cuba and presented to the 
chic? r 



s:on viswald war the <**!> m*n 

Early examination lit the <flp* 
did not indicate whether the mi 
rev ii was ever able to develop more 
information on these letters, or 
what Hoover raav have told toe 
Warren Commission about th *m 
before that presidential body pub- 
lished its own yc/luminous report — 
naming Oswald the lone assassin — 
nearly a year later. 

(The Warren Commission was 
created by Johnson to investigate 
Kennedy's death. It way led by then 
Chief Justice Earl Warren and its 
seven members included future 
President Gerald Ford.) 

Some conspincv tli. -arista have 
argued that Castro had Kern ^ly 
killed in retaliation for CIA plots 
against the Cuban leader's own life. 
Other theories accuse anti-Castro 
Cubans, other rightwmg forces, ihe 
Soviets, the South Vteiuamese. the 
CIA and the FBI terif as >bo 
conspirators. 

Addressing lingering questions 
over whether the CLA had cooperat- 
ed fully tn the Invest igation, Hoo- 
ver noted in a memo written four 
days after the killing that CIA 
director John McC$*e had called 
“to he sure f am saddled tie Cl a is 
giving all the belp.they pdsdbly ran 

"1 assured Mr. McCone we bad 
the very best support we could 
possibly expect from ths CLA" 

Years later, however, fcbnfires- 

rtonal Investigation showed that the 
CIA never totd the Warren Commis- 
sion there had been U.S.-backed 
plots against Castro's life. 

The documents released yester- 
day, seemed to offer ho particular 
supporting evidence for conspiracy 
theories. 

But they do show that Hoover 
and Rowley, the Secret Service 
chief of that day, began thinking 
conspiracy immediately. 

In a staff memorandum he 
timed off one hour and 51 minutes 
after the 12J0 p.qi. Kennedy shoot- • 
ing, Hoover summed up a tele- 
phone conversation in which he 
and Rowley discussed conspirators 
ranging from the Cubans to the Ku 
Klux Klan 



B»:t he said h * further advised 
Joh&son. "that w a do not know it 
the chief was* fFideii Casiro and 
cannot rnuke an tn> estimation be- 
cause we have no intelligence 
operation *n Cuba, that I did not put 
thm in the report because we did 
not hav»- proof of it and did not 
want to put speculation in the 
report." 

n ronetostan. he- said, ”1 urged 
a v Hut '♦* not reach conefu 



“Mr. Rowley stated he was also 
thinking of subversive okgnents — 
Mexico. Cuba,” Hoover wrote. U I 
then mentioned the Klan element.” 

Nonetheless, Hoover never ap- 
parently euiertatoed' any doubt* 
that Oswald had patted the trigger 
— regardless of who may have put 
him up to it. 












